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We have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of support we’ve received over the last few 
weeks, from thousands of people across the country. Thank you for making your voices heard. 
Your adamant and sustained opposition to the inhumane policy of family separation made a 
difference. Separations at the border have stopped for now. But the fight is far from over.  
 
On Wednesday, the President signed an executive order purporting to stop family separation at 
the border but indicating that the families would instead be jailed together, most likely at military 
bases. On Thursday, one federal agency—Homeland Security—announced it would temporarily 
stop referring families for criminal prosecution, but only until it could find more space to detain 
them. However, another federal agency—the Department of Justice—insisted that it is still 
enforcing its “zero tolerance” policy, where all parents are charged with a crime for trying to 
enter the country, even if they are seeking asylum.  
 
Also on Thursday, the government went to court to try and limit a longstanding agreement that 
requires the government to take adequate care of children in its custody. The government’s 
obvious goal is to permit the extended detention of children. 
 
These changes are not solutions to the terrible situation that children and families confront at our 
border. We’ve simply traded one humanitarian crisis for another. Rather than ripping children 
away from their parents, we’re locking them up together with the possibility of prolonged 
detention or rushed court cases. 
 
And these changes do nothing to reunite the more than 2000 children that have already been 
separated from their parents. Because Homeland Security had no system in place to keep 
families connected, it is still taking days or even weeks to find a child’s parents and put them in 
touch; it will take far longer until they can be reunified.  
 
The Young Center was created to advocate for the best interests of immigrant children. Just as 
we argued that it is not in the best interests of children to be separated from a parent, we will 
argue that it is not in the best interests of children to be locked up with their parents for their 
entire immigration case. Detention is harmful to children—and it is not needed to ensure families 
participate in legal proceedings. There are many alternatives to detention, including a family case 
management program that had a 99% compliance rate. That highly successful program was 
ended by the very same agency that now seeks to detain families for prolonged periods.  
 
At the Young Center, we will keep fighting until each of the children we serve are reunited with 
their parents. And we’ll continue fighting for all of the unaccompanied children in custody who 
truly came here alone, and who need an advocate by their side.  
 
Thank you for making this fight possible.  


